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ment. Up to the late spring of 1937 it was felt, charit-
ably enough* that this might not be deliberate, but
afterwards we were believed to be engaged in some
incomprehensible Machiavellian manoeuvres, and were
forcing France to follow our lead. Mr. Eden was looked
upon as the chief conspirator, and certainly did not
improve our reputation in Government Spain by per-
sisting in classing Italian regulars as * volunteers/ and
by his bland remark that he was sure our policy was
appreciated on both sides. The Valencian, bombed
twice a week by Italian 'planes from the Italian Balearic
Islands, may be forgiven for not enjoying the sight of
British and Italian cruisers side by side in his harbour,
both nominally engaged in * control work.*
To a generation of Spaniards our Foreign Minister
will be remembered as el gancho, the dandy who had
lured his country from its duty with soft words. In
Spain the issue appeared so simple and straight-forward.
Hardly twenty-four hours passed without some direct
evidence of Italian intervention, and each month it
became more blatant. By June, 1937, Signor Mussolini
was openly boasting that his country had never been
neutral. * In the great fight which has brought face to
face two types of civilization and two conceptions of
the world,, Fascist Italy had not been neutral, but has
fought and victory will be hers.*1 After Brihuega, when
it was clear that the war would be prolonged to a third
or even a fourth stage, Italy began an intensive submarine
campaign. On one occasion an Italian cruiser pulled
out of the harbour, and began shelling the port a
few hours later. All these happenings were painfully
real to the Spaniards, whereas to the Englishman at
home they seem to be only distant political events.
*Popoh d* Italia, June 26, 1937.

